Park  Theatre 

RICH,  HARRIS  & CHARLES  FROHMAN  ....  Lessees  and  Managers 


WEEK  OF  DEC.  22,  1902. 

Evenings  at  8.30.  Matinees  Thursday  (Christmas),  Friday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

CHARLES  FROHMAN 

AGAIN  PRESENTS 

The  15th  Century  Morality  Play. 

rnonucED  undee  the  dieectiok  of 

BEN  GREET  ‘he  Elizabethan  Stage  Society  of  England. 


LIST  OF  CHARACTERS  IN  THE 

Messenger 

Adonai 

Detlre 

Everyman 

E elaship 

Kynrede 

Cosin 

Goodes 


IN  WHICH  THEY  APPEAR: 

Good=Dedes 

Knolege 

Confession 

Beante 

Strengtfie 

Dyscretion 

E ive- Wyttes 

Anngell 


The  Action  of  the  Play  takes  one  hour  and  forty  minutes  and 

is  continuous. 

The  Audience  is  requested  not  to  applaud,  also  to  remain,  if  possible, 
seated  until  after  the  Doctor’s  final  speech. 


Most  of  the  Costumes  are  copied  from  old  Flemish  Tapestries* 
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5tory  of  the  Play. 


“In  our  English  morality,  after  a brief  prologue  spoken  by  a Messenger^  the 
action  opens  with  a scene  in  heaven,  where  God,  looking  down  upon  the  sinful 
earth,  perceives  how  Everyman^  ‘ Lyveth  after  his  own  pleasure,*  as  if  ignoring 
the  utter  uncertainty  of  human  life.  He  therefore  calls  upon  Deaths  His  ‘ mighty 
messengere,*  to  proceed  to  Everyman^  and  summon  him  to  undertake  a pilgrim- 
age which  he  in  no  wise  may  escape,  and  bid  him  bring  with  him  without  delay  a 
sure  reckoning.  Death  delivers  his  message  to  EverymaUy  who  at  once  appears 
upon  the  scene  and  who  tries  in  vain  by  pleas  and  bribes  to  turn  the  summoner 
away.  Then,  having  received  a hint  that  he  should  ‘prove  his  friends  if  he  can,* 
to  see  whether  any  of  them  is  so  hardy  as  to  accompany  him  on  the  journey 
which  he  must  take,  Everyman^  left  alone  in  his  terror,  bethinks  him  of  ap- 
pealing to  his  old  friend  ‘ Eellowshipy'  his  comrade  in  many  a day  of  sport  and 
play,  to  go  with  him.  Eellowshipy  accosted  as  he  passes  over  the  stage,  is  full  of 
assurances  for  which  he  will  not  be  thanked.  But  a mention  of  the  service  re- 
quired soon  brings  a change  over  his  professions,  though  he  is  quite  at  Every- 
man's service  for  a dinner  or  a murder  or  anything  of  that  sort.  When  he  has 
departed,  and  Everyman  has  made  a similarly  futile  appeal  to  two  associates 
called  Kynrede  and  Cosin^  he  calls  to  mind  one  other  friend  whom  he  has  loved 
all  his  life  and  who  will  surely  prove  true  to  him  in  his  distress.  ^ Goodes as 
this  abstraction  is  called,  ‘ Property  * would  be  the  modern  equivalent.  . . . But 
although,  with  the  self-confidence  of  capital,  Goodes  avers  that  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  the  world  which  he  cannot  set  straight,  Everyman'* s difficulty  is  unfortu- 
nately not  one  this  world  can  settle.  ^He  has  therefore  in  despair  to  fall  back 
upon  the  very  last  of  the  friends  of  whom  he  can  think,  — his  ‘ Good-deedes.*  Good 
Deeds  answers  that  she  is  so  weak  that  she  can  barely  rise  from  the  ground, 
where  she  lies  cold  and  bound  in  Everyman* s sins.  Yet  not  only  will  she  respond 
to  his  entreat}’,  but  she  will  bring  with  her  KnowledgOy  her  sister,  to  help  him  in 
making  ‘ that  dredeful  rekenynge.*  Knowledge y by  whom  we  may  suppose  to  be 
meant  the  discreet  and  learned  advice  which  religion  has  at  her  service,  declares 
her  willingness  to  stand  by  Everyman  at  the  judgment  seat,  and  meanwhile  by 
her  advice  he  addresses  himself  to  Confessiony  who  bestows  on  him  a precious 
jewel,  ‘ Called  penance,  voyder  of  adversyte.* 

...  As  he  begins  his  last  journey,  a mortal  weakness  comes  over  him  ; one 
after  one  his  companions — Beautyy  Strengthy  Discretiony  the  Eive  Wits — take 
their  leave.  Good  Deeds  and  Knozvledge  announce  that  he  has  suffered  what  we 
shall  all  suffer ; that  Good  Deeds  shall  make  all  sure  ; and  that  the  voices  of 
angels  are  even  now  welcoming  the  ransomed  soul.  And  as  an  angel  descends  to 
carry  it  heavenward,  a personage  called  Doctor  epitomizes  the  lesson  which  the 
action  of  the  play  has  illustrated.*’ 
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